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Anna The Prophetess
The power of patience, perseverance and prayer
In this lesson we are going to look at the power of a praying woman. Anna the
prophetess as she is called in Luke 2:36-38

"There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old;
she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming
up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem."
This lady is the only woman in NT called a prophetess, yet she only gets two verses
in the bible. Anna was the daughter from the tribe of Asher - one of the lost ten
tribes. Her name means Grace and she was around 105-107 of age when this story
occurs. She was a prayer warrior who stood in the gap between God and man.
Do you have someone in your life that when you really need prayer you know they
will stand in the gap and pray. Would they pray night and day while fasting?
There was a lady in our church who came to as many programs as she could get to,
she was wheeled into the sanctuary and put in the back. We knew when she got
there. If you were up front doing something her presence gave an automatic peace…
why? Because she was a prayer warrior and we knew she there praying over us and
our families the entire time.
She liked to sit in the back so she could see everyone and pray for them. If you were
not aware of who she was, you would not have given her a second thought. She was
just an older lady in a wheelchair with a hand knit afghan, prayer list and bible in her
lap.

Anna was not seen as terribly important by the people of her day. She probably
stayed in the back of the synagogue. She was very old and like the lady in my church,
not many people were aware that she was there praying.
Jerusalem was a very busy place, it was a hub. The religious people there were
looking for a Messiah that would come in their terms, a hierarchy above all , they
missed the fact that Jesus had even been born. They didn't have time to mess with a
baby. The fulfillment of the prophecy they taught was taking place as Mary and
Joseph brought Jesus to be dedicated. Anna knew it, that is why she is called a
prophetess.
While the praises of the priests and Levites were often done for show, this quiet old
woman would be praying for His glory. She was patient, believing in the hope she
held on to.
Anna's life was one of sorrow. She was widowed at a young age and childless. Yet
she is allowed to stay in the temple. She could have stayed in her apartment
believing that she had no purpose, but she knew the message needed to be shared.
She was not focusing on how her life had turned out, she was waiting patiently for
the baby who would be born to bring hope.
At the very moment that Simeon is holding Jesus and speaking a very deep blessing
on him Anna came and began to Thank God. Ana knows more about the son of God
than his own parents - the bible says his parents were amazed by what was being
said.
Luke 2:33

And his father and his mother marvelled at what was said about him

Anna turned her hope toward the promise of a deliverer. She believed God when He
said he would send a messiah to deliver Israel, so she remained faithful to her
purpose in God’s plan.
Even as her people were oppressed in their own land, treated as foreigners and
second class citizens, Anna clung to hope. When she heard Simeon’s testimony
about the infant Jesus at the temple, she began to praise God and spoke to all who
were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

She did not decide that she had finally seen what she had been praying for and now
she could 'retire' - she was even more energized.
With unshakable hope, Anne believed God’s word and was so excited about the
fulfillment of His promise. Hope requires patient expectations, holding onto the
belief that God will be true to His word, in His timing.

How would you rate your patience from Very Patient to Very Impatient
in waiting for results?

Look how long Anna stayed true to her purpose, through marriage, death and then
another 84 years. So often we want to see our purpose in His plan right away. If we
don't see the result we had hoped for or non at all we can tend to be discouraged.
You might believe that nothing is changing, you are not making a difference, what
purpose do you have anyway..
Look how long this prophetess waited….This is not just the story of an old lady who
happened to see baby Jesus in the temple because of living out her purpose. This
story is meant to empower you and me. To reveal how our courage and
determination matters in God's story too.
Anne is one of the four elderly people in the narrative of Jesus. If you believe that
your age is of no value in your community, in your church or in your family, this
story is here to show you just how much value you have.
He can use any of us at any age. Don’t count yourself out because you are too
young or too old. Not educated enough, too educated for something so small...

For whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction, so that we may have
hope through endurance and through the encouragement from the Scriptures.
Romans 15:4
Anna’s key choice was to persevere in prayer, fasting and prophesying.
Like Anna, your purpose in this time or situation could be being persistent, to simply
pray night and day and share the conviction of your heart, your message. You might
not see the result of the seed you plant, God just needs you to stand in the gap
between Him and someone today.
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ANNA

The power of patience, perseverance and prayer

KEY CHOICE - PERSISTENCE
SHE DIDN'T GIVE UP -STAYED
TRUE TO HER PURPOSE

BIBLE
LUKE 2:36-38

When are the times you have just wanted to give up because you thought
what you are doing didn't matter?

How has God shown you recently that you are valuable to Him by using you to
stand in the gap?

What is the role of your ongoing relationship with God in regards to your
personal and spiritual expectations?
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What Prayer do you have that needs patience as you wait for God's answer?

Keep this prayer where you can see it and continue to pray for patience. If you
do not see the prayer answered in your life time this writing can serve as a
witness to your purpose.
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