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Rahab The Harlot
Key Choice - Not to let her past prevent a future with God
God has a habit of picking unlikely and obviously flawed people to further His
kingdom. It seems that God loves to turn things upside down as He chooses the
unexpected to lead His people. Just as God did this with Jesus, He continues to do it
with you and I.
The Jewish people had the vision of a king, not a poor carpenter. They wanted big
earth-shaking victories, justified revenge and to be proven right.
They would not accept a man who wanted to save and love all.
The jewish people also placed a very high value in lineage and were very intentional
in keeping their people pure from any outsiders.
Ephesians 2:10 is a very powerful verse.

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
It reminds us that God is not randomly overseeing our life as it goes along, but that
He actually had a plan for our part in His kingdom. God's intentional plan for the
lineage of Jesus was no different. We can trace His family tree back through a plan
that unlikely, flawed people were a part of.
This lesson will look at an ancestor of Jesus who is known as Rahab the Harlot. She
was also a Canaanite (an idol-worshipping enemy of the Israelites.) With all of the
ways we can trace our ancestors now, I often hear people who are very proud to
have found some royalty in their bloodline. I have yet to hear someone proudly
exclaim that they have a prostitute in their lineage.
If you are unfamiliar with the story of Rahab, you will find it in the book of Joshua
starting in Chapter 2.

Joshua sent two men as spies - So they left, and they came to the house of a
prostitute named Rahab, and stayed there.

Joshua 2
Rahab was a prostitute that lived in the city wall of Jericho. Jericho was part of the
Amorite kingdom, a grotesquely violent, totally depraved, and pagan culture. It was
standing between the Israelites and the land God had promised them.
Joshua, who was in charge of the Israelites, sent two spies to scout the land. When
they arrived, Rahab allowed them to hide in her home. It was very convenient since
men going in and out of her residence was normal. But two Israelite men amongst
them was not normal and word got out.

The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelite men have come here tonight to
investigate the land.” Then the king of Jericho sent word to Rahab and said, “ Bring out
the men who came to you and entered your house, for they came to investigate the entire
land.”
Rahab hid these men and she even risked her life by lying to the king, telling his
messengers that they had already left and they could catch up with them if they
hurried. When we read about Rahab, we are made aware of her status right away
because her sin is a part of her name.
She is called Rahab the harlot or Rahab the prostitute. Think about that. How harsh.
Her past is continually brought to light. We also mentioned that she is a Canaanite, so
we can assume that she too had been an idol worshiper.
But Rahab had heard about the God of Israel and knew that He was who He claimed
to be. She was not going to let her past, or even her current situation, keep her from
a future with God.
In Joshua 2:11, she tells the spies that “the Lord your God is God in Heaven and on
earth below.”

She does not say a god, as a Canaanite who worshipped several gods would; she says
that he is the God in Heaven and on earth. She took a chance and stepped out.
Before the spies escaped her home and the city, she asked them if they would show
kindness to her and her family.

Now please swear to me by the Lord that you will also show kindness to my
father’s family,because I showed kindness to you
Rahab is rewarded for her key choice to act on her faith, faith the size of a mustard
seed! She had not grown up attending any kind of worship nor had she heard of the
law. The spies kept their promise, when the city was destroyed, Rahab and her family
were spared and she was able to live out her life in Israel.
After Rahab’s story closes in Joshua, we see her name again in Matthew 1:5, the
genealogy of Jesus, as the mother of Boaz. So Rahab was Ruth’s mother-in-law.
Rahab was what would have been considered a low life by all standards. She could
have asked herself what good could she do. Out of fear she could have let her past
stop her from helping. Her act of faith took courage and conviction in a God she had
only heard of and whose grace she had not even experienced yet.

The spies kept their promise and spared Rahab and her family,.
How did God remember Rahab?

From what were you saved and what marks you as belonging to God?

There is such hope in the story of Rahab, one act and just a small amount of faith
resulted in a huge impact in God’s plan. Your part, the purpose that you bring, has a
great impact too.
Rahab did not know that she, a harlot, would be a great grandmother to Jesus
'the Lord God who is God in heaven above and on the earth below,' as said in her
own words.
I pray that you find the courage and the strength to move forward, not letting wounds
of the past keep you from your purpose.
There are 3 questions for you to print and fill out as you reflect on times in your life
when you have allowed God to use you.
It is important to reflect on those times as it will deepen your sense of purpose.
I would love to hear your answers. You can email me at cheri@cherifletcher.com and
you can also join the facebook group:
The Keys To Your Purpose
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Cherifletcherskeys
To discuss this with other women just like you.
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RAHAB

Take a risk, Trust God & Make a change

KEY CHOICE: FAITH
NOT TO LET HER PAST KEEP HER
FROM A FUTURE WITH GOD

BIBLE:
JOSHUA 2 JOSHUA 6:25
MATTHEW 1:5

In what ways have you let the belief that your past will keep you from being a
part of God's plan?

Can you name a time when you have stepped out and put your faith
in action ?

How do you think that God can use you as an unlikely helper in His
kingdom?

What prayer do you have for your faith and trust in God's purpose for your
life?

Keep this prayer where you can see it and continue to pray
for trust and faith that God will use you. If you do not see the
prayer answered in your lifetime these words can serve as a
witness to your purpose.
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